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Jesus is the reason for the season ...  

  
Advent began on Sunday, November 30th and ends on 
Christmas eve. It is more than a marking of a 2,000-year-
old event. It is the celebration of God. The word "advent" 
comes from the Latin word "adventus," which 
means "coming" or "arrival." The focus of the entire season 
is the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ in His First 
Advent and the anticipation of the return of Christ the King 
in His Second Advent.  
  
Scripture readings for Advent emphasize the Second Advent, including themes of accountability for 
faithfulness at His coming, judgment on sin, and the hope of eternal life. Advent also focuses on the 
spiritual journey of individuals and a congregation as they affirm that Christ has come, that He is present 
in the world today, and that he will come again in power. Advent also emphasizes our own responsibility 
as a people commissioned to "love the Lord your god with all your heart" and to "love your neighbor as 
yourself." 
  

 

Conner Smith, 
grandson of Merri 
Edwards, sings  
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The colors of Advent are not your typical Christmas colors (red, green, white, silver, 
and gold). Advent features purple (or dark blue) and pink. Purple signifies 
seriousness, repentance, and royalty. Pink points to the minor theme of Advent, 

which is joy.  
  
The Advent wreath is a circular evergreen wreath (real or artificial) with five candles, four around the 
wreath and one in the center. The circle of the wreath reminds us of God Himself--His eternity and 
endless mercy, which has no beginning or end. The green of the wreath speaks of the hope that we 
have in God--the hope of newness, of renewal, of eternal life. Candles symbolize the light of God 
coming into the world through the birth of His son. The four outer candles represent the period of waiting 
during the four Sundays of Advent, which themselves symbolize the four centuries of waiting between 
the prophet Malachi and the birth of Christ. 

  
When lighting the Advent wreath, purple candles are typically lit on the first, second, and fourth Sunday. 
On the third Sunday, a pink candle is lit to represent joy, reminding us that, even as Advent helps us get 
in touch with our sober yearning for God to come to us, we know that he did, in fact, come in the person 
of Jesus. And, finally, on Christmas  
day, the white candle in the center of the wreath is lit.  

  
Tom and Janice Hendrix shared the following prior to lighting 
the first purple candle:  

  
"The first Sunday of Advent [represents] hope. O come, O 
come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in 
lonely exile here, until the Son of god appears. Rejoice! 
Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. Today is the 
first Sunday of Advent, the Sunday of hope. Our hope is in god, 
and in his Son, Jesus Christ. He is the one appointed by god to 
be Judge of all things. He is the one through whom God has 
promised to save and redeem his people. 

  
"We light this candle today to remind us that He is our hope 
and the hope of the world. We thank God for the promises He has made to us and for the light He has 
brought into the world. Let us pray: O God of Hope, Emmanuel, God with us, we pray you to send your 
light into our hearts at this time. Help us to be ready for the day and the hour of Christ's final appearing. 
Live in us and help us to live in you. By the power of the Holy Spirit, transform us so that our worship, 
our celebration, our time of preparation, may be pleasing unto you - both now - and forevermore. 
Amen." 

  
The remaining Advent prayers will be included with the Weekend Events emails that are sent on Friday 
mornings. Be sure to read them as a reminder that Jesus is the reason for the season ... 

"Go Tell It on the 
Mountain"  to start the 
Advent season. 

 

Janice and Tom Hendrix share a prayer and 

light the first Advent candle. 

 

    
    
From the Shepherd's Heart ... 
 
 

Touring the Jordan River, Petra, and the Dead 
Sea 
 
The modern city of Tiberias, located on the eastern shore of 
the Sea of Galilee, is now a favorite vacation place for 
Israelis and tourists alike--but  
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things were much 
different in Jesus' day.  

  
Tiberias, which was 
named after the Roman 
Emperor of the time, was 
a thoroughly Roman city. 
Jews avoided it because it 
had been built over a 
Jewish cemetery. There is 
no record that Jesus was 
ever there, yet it was a 
good place for us to use 
as a base to travel in 
northern Israel and drive through Jordan to experience one of the Seven 
Wonders of the World: ancient Petra.  
   
Petra's rose red-colored 
canyons (of Indiana Jones 
popularity) consist of carved 
ancient temples, 
amphitheater, and family 
burial chambers in the 
ancient country of Moab. Up 
and down the canyon, horse-
drawn carriages and peddlers 
are dodged, and one can 
hear the bray of numerous 
donkeys and camels. It is a 
long hike, but one like none 
other you have ever 
experienced. 

  
Returning to Israel after a brief visit to the modern city of Ammon, Jordan, we 
returned to the Jordan Valley. The Jordan Valley is a part of the deepest gorge 
in the world and runs 5,000 miles from the mountains of Lebanon, across 
Palestine, through the Red Sea, and into East Africa. Between the Sea of 
Galilee and the Dead Sea, the valley twists and turns for 13 miles. In this 
twisting green line of trees and 
brush (much like a jungle of 
tamarish, bamboo, oleander, willow, 
and jungle broom), there was a time 
when man lived with 
hippopotamuses, rhinoceroses, 
lions, and elephants. Even now 
there are hyenas, jackals, foxes, 
and leopards in the area. No wonder 
Lot chose this "garden of the Lord," 
leaving Abraham in the mountains 
around Jerusalem (Genesis 13:10ff). Today, Palestinian and Israeli farmers 
raise sheep and goats that graze the hillsides of the valley. 

  
The Jordan River, whose headwaters are at Mt. Herman, flows out of the Sea 
of Galilee and drops 600 feet in 60 miles to end in the Dead Sea. The river is 
mentioned time and again in the Bible. Great players crossed it many times. 

 

The modern city of Tiberias, on the eastern shore  

of the Sea of Galilee. 

 

Petra's rose red-colored canyons consist of carved temples, 

amphitheater, and family burial chambers. 

  
December 7 

May Ann Barnett 
Beth Shriner 
Mike Shriner 

Tommy Weathersbee 
 _______________ 

   
December Greeters   

  
  

December 7 
Maxine Alfei & Boots Galli 

 
December 14  

Tom & Janice Hendrix 
  

December 21 
Maxine Alfei & Boots Galli 

  
December 24 

Candlelight Service 
Tom & Janice Hendrix 

  
December 28 

Tom & Janice Hendrix 
 _______________ 

   
December Birthdays 

 

3 - Gwen Wagner 
8 - Esther Mancillas 

16 - Boots Galli 
18 - Carol Odorizzi 
19 - Geney Heaton 

20 - Ann Choate 
25 - Patti Hummell 

25 - Jesus 
 _______________  

  
Loose Change Day 

 

December 28th is  
LOOSE CHANGE DAY 

  
Check your pockets, purses, 

washing machines-- 
and bring any loose change 

you have to be donated  
to the local food bank.  

  
Every penny counts! 
_______________ 
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Both John the Baptist and Jesus baptized and preached along its way. 
  
Our group joined Christians from all over the world at the Jordan River. Within 
our touring group, Tommy Weathersbee and I baptized 16 of our party in the 
refreshingly cold water of the Jordan River. It was an amazing moment. 

  
Twenty miles down the valley is the modern city of Bet She'an, the site of the 
most important ancient city in the area. It was occupied 5,000 years ago in the 
Stone Age. It contains the accumulation of 28 civilizations layered one on top 
of another, the most famous of which are the Egyptians, Canaanites, and 
Philistines. "After the defeat of Saul's and Jonathan's armies at Mount Gilboa, 
in 1404 B.C. the Philistines hung the bodies of King Saul and his three sons on 
the wall of Bet She'an (I Samuel 31:10). This tragedy elicited David's lament 
for Jonathan (II Samuel 1:17-27).  

  
Our tour guide, Wayne Dehoney, writes about what we saw as we toured the 
ruins at Bet She'an, "Excavations continue to uncover the magnificent ruins of 
the best preserved remains of a Greek-Roman-Byzantine city in all Israel. The 
theater with seating for 5,000 is much larger and more impressive than the one 
at Caesarea by the sea. There is a Roman bathhouse covering 1-1/2 acres, 
numerous public buildings with impressive mosaic floors, colonnaded streets, 
and temples, all portraying the prosperity and significance of the second Bet 
Shean in every era of its occupation." 

  
On the East Bank of the Jordan River is the modern-day city of Jordan. It was 
here that the Romans created the Decapolis (or 10 free Roman cities) as a 
place where Roman military and citizens from all over the Empire could retire. 
The New Testament tells us that multitudes from the region of the Decapolis 
followed after Jesus (Matthew 4:25, Mark 5:20, 7:32). His following would have 
included many Jews, Gentiles, Roman citizens, and retired veterans.  

  
The most famous example of Jesus's ministry in this area is that of the 
infamous Gerasenes Demoniac who tells Jesus that his name is Legion, 
(speaking of the number of demons who possess him). Jesus casts the 
demons out into the herd of 2,000 swine who destroy the pigs by running off a 
cliff into the lake where they drown. 
 
 Traveling south, one comes upon ancient Jericho. It is located close to the 
northwestern end of the Dead Sea. And was the first city captured by Israelites 
on their way into the Promised Land (Joshua 5:13 - 6:27). Excavations tell us 
of the oldest continuously inhabited settlement anywhere in the world, dating 
back 7,000 years. It was at Jericho that Jesus restored the sight of the blind 
Bartemaus (Mark 10:46-52). 

  
It is also where Zacchaeus climbed the sycamore tree in order to see Jesus 
and went home with him where he told the Parable of the Talents (Luke 1:1-
27). And, this is the area of the Mount of Temptation where Jesus was led by 
the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the Devil for 40 days and nights, 
only to emerge victorious.  

 
Traveling down the Jordan Valley once again we come to the Dead Sea. 
Though not mentioned in the New Testament, it is referred to as the Salt Sea 
and as the Sea of Sodom by Josephus, while Arabs call it the Sea of Lot. With 
no outlet except for evaporation over the centuries, the result has been a 
concentration of minerals, magnesium, calcium, sodium, and potash. 

Food Bank Donations 

 

Food Bank  
Donations Needed 

  
The St. Vincent's food bank 

needs  vienna sausages, 
Spam, canned sardines, 

peanut butter crackers, rice, 
beans, and peanut butter.  

Please add to your  
grocery list--and place your 

donation in the kitchen  
on Sunday.  

  
You can make a difference! 

_______________ 
   

 Sunday School 
Teachers Needed 

  

 
  

WIPC is in need of adults who 
love to spend time teaching 

kids about Jesus and the Bible. 
Nancy Attaway has created 
packets of activities that you 
can utilize to teach class It is 

hoped to have enough 
volunteers sign up to make 

your commitment just once a 
month or less. If interested, 

contact Nancy at 
 (409) 974-4870 or 

nattaway2@gmail.com. 
  

_______________ 
  

 December  Holidays 

   
12-7 Pearl Harbor Day  
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Being seven times as dense as 
water, one can sit and read a 
newspaper in the Dead Sea or 
float on your back and paddle 
around. (I followed most people 
and did the latter.) Later that day, I 
was even awarded the "person 
with the best belly laugh," which 
came easily as I enjoyed the 
sense of not being able to sink 
even if I wanted to do so. I 
thoroughly enjoyed floating on my 

back in the warm water with my friend, Mike Shriner, as watched the two 
"Beths" floating out into the lake. Mike humored them by throwing them a life 
raft from the end of the pier. 

 
What a wonderful and extraordinary experience all of this was--from beginning 
to end. 

  
Yours & His, 

 

 Dr. Bob 

 

The Dead Sea is seven times denser than water, so one 

can sit and read the newspaper. 

  
  

   
From the Pastor's Wife ... 
 
 

The true blessings of Christmas ...  
Finally, I think I've got it! 
  
Recently, I was sharing with a friend the awkward similarity of 
what we had in common in dealing with the trials and sufferings 

we were facing with people dear to us. In agreement, she commented on 
looking back 20 years or so to how naive and idealistic we were; how the 
things that seemed so catastrophic then are so small and meek compared to 
the trials and hardships we experience today ... We laughed, "Oh, to be naïve 
again."  

 
How many times have we all had similar thoughts about the way things used 
to be? 

 
Unfortunately, when it comes to the holiday season, I have memories of trying 
to be a perfectionist wife, mother, hostess, planner, decorator, etc. Can 
anyone relate? And, of course, what came along with that need to be perfect 
was frustration, anger, jealousy, envy, disappointment, and burn-out. Many 
years, I was too exhausted to make the 11 p.m. Candlelight Service on 
Christmas eve ... and even if I did attend, I would have probably slept through 
it all.  

  
So, where was Jesus in all of this? Good question. He wasn't there. It breaks 
my heart now to realize my selfishness--and it hurts even more to know I hurt 
the one who loves me with an everlasting love. I can only conclude that the 

 
12-15 Bill of Rights Day 

  

 
 

12-24 Christmas Eve 
Join us for Candlelight 

Service at 7 p.m. 

  

 
12-25 Christmas  

  

 
12-31 New Year's Eve 

  
FUN DECEMBER DAYS 

  

  
12-12 Poinsettia Day  

Be sure to place your order  
for Christmas Poinsettias  
by 12-14. Order forms are 

available at church or  
contact Beth Shriner at 

bethshriner@hotmail.com  
for more information. 
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years of over-spending, complaining, and protesting over materialism, etc. 
have finally brought me to a place of immense heartfelt warmth for the 
celebration of our Savior's birth. 

  
When I look at Christmas from that perspective, my thoughts shift from "What 
must I do for the perfect Christmas for everyone else?" to "What can I give and 
do for God this Christmas?" How can I express my love and gratitude for God 
giving us the best present of all? The Savior of the world who took MY sins 
upon himself? That's a tough one, yes?  

  
So, suppose you could 
give a gift to Christ. 
What would it be? How 
could you possibly select 
a gift for the One who 
not only has everything, 
but who made 
everything? Well, guess 
what? We have a good 
example with the story of 
the three wise men. I 
think they pretty much 
had it right. In addition to 
the gold, frankincense 
and myrrh, they give the 
Savior some gifts we can 
give him today; their 

Hope, their Time, and their Worship. 

  
The wandering wise men gave Jesus their Hope. When everyone else saw a 
blank night sky, these men saw the light. The sight of the star sparked a desire 
in their hearts that sent them packing. They went seeking Jesus. II wonder, 
when night comes to our world, what do we see? The darkness or the stars? 
Hopelessness or hopefulness? Sometimes I believe God uses darkness to 
reveal his stars: "The light shines in the darkness." (John 1:5) 

  
It makes me think of the statistics that reveal the rise in depression, grief, 
loneliness, and despair during the holidays--all of which are shadows of 
darkness. We all need to look for the light that only God can give and share 
that light with others. Give God your hope for Christmas. 

  
Another gift? Give God your Time. The Wise men did. Before they gave God 
their presents, they gave their presence. Before that one extraordinary 
moment when they knelt before Jesus, the wise men spent many moments--
months, perhaps years--searching in anticipation of that meeting. They 
devoted themselves to seeking the Savior, exactly how we are instructed to 
do. (Deut. 4:29) 

  
And when the three wise men did find Jesus, they gave Him another gift: their 
Worship. Men of wealth, influence, and intellect ... What did they do when 
they saw this tiny baby in a manger? They fell to their knees and worshiped 
him. (Matt. 2:11) Worship. It's a gift that extends to the giver as well. God 
invites us, through worship, to see His face so He can change ours. Have you 
ever thought about worship that way before? Yes, if your heart is right, that 
defiantly is the gift of worship for the worshiper. Can't beat that. "The Father is 

   
12-16 National Chocolate-

Covered Anything Day 
AND 

12-24 National Chocolate 
Day 

  

  
12-20 Go Caroling Day 

Join us on 12-14 & 12-21  
after church to go caroling 

in the neighborhood! 

   
12-21 Humbug Day 

 

  
12-21 Look on the  

Bright Side Day 
  



actively seeking such people to worship him." (John 4:23)  

  
The gifts of Hope, Time, and Worship--three gifts the wise still give. So, it is 
by this example and the application of it in my life, along with good old "aging 
wisdom" that I can now appreciate and savor the excitement of Christmas and 
the wonderful sharing of love that this season is all about. 

  
With sincere pleasure, Bob and I wish each and every one of you a Christmas 
celebration of good tidings and great joy; the hope that holds us all; the time to 
grow close; and a lifetime of worship of body, mind, and spirit.  

 
Fondly,  

  

Beth 

  
  
    

Operation Christmas Child  
kicks off successful first year ... 

  
When my husband, Allen, and I delivered the shoe 
boxes to Operation Christmas Child, we were told a 
wonderful story that illuminates the meaning of this 
project beautifully: 

  
Hope Academy students are delivering shoe boxes 
they have filled. When the boxes were presented to the 
students as an opportunity to participate in the project, 
one student whose family moved to Galveston from 
Honduras, got very excited. He said that when he lived 
in Honduras, a church near his home brought him one 
of those boxes-- and that is when he found Jesus and 
accepted Him  
as his 
personal 
Savior.  
 
This student 
has a part-

time job in Galveston and spent an 
entire  
paycheck filling 19 boxes with goodies 
for children around the world. He 
understands the significance of these 
boxes! 
  
Our wonderful church family also 
understands. We turned in 48 boxes to go to children around the world. My 
prayer is that each box will touch the life of a child with the love of Jesus 
Christ--just like the student from Honduras. 
  
Thank you all for making a difference in the life of a child! 
  
~ Nancy Attaway 

 

Allen Attaway loads  
shoe boxes for delivery to 

Operation Christmas 

Child. 

 

Nancy Attaway prepares shoe boxes for 
delivery. Thank you to everyone who filled 
boxes that will surely put smiles on many 

 faces around the world! 

 
  Write a Friend Month 

 

   
Bingo Month 

Maybe we can start a game  
at church ... 

_______________ 
  

Aids Awareness 

  

 
12-1 World Aids  
Awareness Day  

  
2014 U.S. Statistics:  

More than 1.2 million people 
are living with HIV in the U.S.  

  
1 in 6 living with HIV are 

unaware of their infection. 
  

About 1 in 4 new HIV infections 
is among youth ages 13 to 24. 
Most of them do not know they 

are infected, are not getting 
treated, and can unknowingly 
pass the virus on to others. 

  
Over the past decade, people 
living with HIV has increased, 
while the annual number of 

new HIV infections has 
remained relatively stable. Still, 

the pace of new infections 
continues at far too high a 
level, particularly among 

certain groups. 

  
Click this link to view a 

30-year timeline 

_______________ 
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Holiday Bake Sale brings in $700 for Mission Support 
  

A Holiday Bake Sale was held on 
Thanksgiving Potluck Sunday--raising 
$700 to be donated for mission 
support. The desserts looked fabulous! 
Beth Shriner and Merri Edwards 
organized the event and displayed 
baked goods for sale. People were 
certainly feeling the holiday spirit as they 
purchased goodies for their own holiday 
dinners.  
  
Esther Mancillas also donated a tree 
skirt that she had sewn. Lance Stewart 
placed the winning bid on the tree skirt--
and he and his lovely wife, Darlene, 

donated the skirt back to the church for 
display under the tree!  

  
  

  
  
  

 

Everything looks so good ... Maxine Alfei has 
a hard time choosing ... 

 

Esther Mancillas made this beautiful hand-
sewn tree skirt and donated it to the church 

to be auctioned for charity. 

 

November's Potluck Brunch was a true Thanksgiving 
celebration. Thank you all for cooking and baking--and 
sharing! It was delicious! 

OUR CORE VALUES 

  

* We value the Lordship  
of Christ as the Head 

 of the church and the 
center of our lives. 

  
* We value a Christ-

centered church where 

Biblical values are 
taught, nurtured, and 

lived in everyday life.    
  

* We value Christian 

fellowship where  
the love of Christ  

is practiced in all its 
dimensions.  

  

* We value evangelism  
to bring everyone into 

God's family.  
  

* We value faithful, 
responsible stewardship  

of all that God  
has given to us. 

  

_______________  
  

 West Isle 

Presbyterian Church 

  

VOTED 

BEST CHURCH 

SERVICE 

  

Islander Magazine 

2013 

_______________ 
  

Member Directory 
Updates 

  To update your 
information, call or email 

Sally Cannon 
at (785) 806-2019 or 

sally@onmyown.com. 

mailto:sally@onmyown.com


 

 
  
  
  

 

   
 
   

 
  
  

 
  

Chocolate Mice Truffles 
(makes 1 dozen mice) 

  

4 1-ounce squares semi-sweet 
chocolate (1 bar)  

1/3 cup sour cream 
1-1/3 cups chocolate cookie crumbs, divided * 
24 candy pearls (found in baking aisle) 
1/4 cup sliced almonds 
12 pieces of black or chocolate shoestring licorice (2-inch pieces) 
 
 1. Melt chocolate, following instructions on the package. Combine with sour 
cream. Stir in 1 cup chocolate cookie crumbs. Cover and refrigerate until 
warm. 
 
2. Roll dough by level teaspoonfuls into balls. Mold to a slight point at one end 
(to create the nose). 
 
3. Roll dough in remaining 1/3 cup chocolate cookie crumbs. On each mouse, 
place candy pearls in appropriate spot for eyes, almond slices for ears, and a 
licorice string for tail. 
 
 
4. Refrigerate for at least two hours, until firm. 
 
 

 

Myrna Black just can't 
resist the Chocolate 

Mice Truffles. 

  
_______________ 

  

 
Flowers may be given 

 in honor or memory of a loved 
one. Please sign up in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

_______________ 

  

    
PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please have all praises 

and prayer requests  

in by 5 p.m. Mondays for 

Tuesdays' distribution.  
All prayer requests are 

removed after 4 weeks 
unless updates are 

received to continue. 
_______________ 

  

   West Isle mugs 

on sale now ... 

  
* On sale now  

for $5 each 
* Complimentary gift 
 to first-time visitors 
_______________ 

  
 



* For cookie crumbs, use chocolate sandwich cookies, scrape off the icing in 
the middle with a knife, and then place the cookie halves in a plastic bag and 
crush with a rolling pin. 

  

December's Potluck Luncheon will be held on  
Sunday, December 28th, following worship service. 

  
  

  
  
 
 It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas ...   
 A look behind the scenes ... 
  

On Saturday, November 29, several members 
met at the church to begin decorating for the 
holiday season. Many laughs were had as men 
struggled with hanging the garland and women 
struggled with whether to start at the top or 
bottom of the tree when stringing lights. The 
best laughs came, though, when it was time to 
hang the angel on the top of the tree ... It 
became a 'lawyer joke' ... How many people 
does it take to place on angel atop a tree?  
 

Janice Hendrix mentioned that she had seen a 
beautiful tree that was covered in silver, gold, 
and white. Ornaments in this color theme were 
displayed on a table and, during worship 
service on Sunday, members all selected an 
ornament and hung it on the tree. 
  
Janice and Nancy Attaway supplied angel and 
cross ornaments. And If you'd like to add your own angel or cross ornament, 
please do so. And several young ones jumped right in to help put hooks on the 
ornaments and get them ready to be hung. What a great way to start the 
holiday season!   

 

A great time was had by all while 
decorating the church: (from left) Dr. 

Bob Bullock, Janice Hendrix, Tom 
Hendrix, Tim Ekberg, Coletta 

Weathersbee, Nancy Attaway, Allen 
Attaway (kneeling), and Sally 

Cannon (behind the camera).  

    
The challenges of placing an angel correctly on the tree: (left to right) 

Janice Hendrix and Coletta Weathersbee fluff the tree and hang lights. * Tim Ekberg makes the 
first attempt to place the angel atop the tree. * Dr. Bob Bullock thinks perhaps it's the tree and 
straightens the top limb ... while Coletta places the angel atop her head. 



  

     

   
Allen and Nancy Attaway take a stab at it ... with the aide of a ladder. Sadly, the angel still is not 
straight ...  
* Dr. Bob and Coletta take another turn ... and as you can see in the photo, even though Dr. Bob 
thinks he's got it, the angel still is not straight ... 
  

   

  
 Allen finally gets the angel to sit straight as Tim looks on. Now, if nobody touches the tree ... * The 

men work together as a team to hang garland (Allen Attaway, Tom Hendrix, Tim Ekberg, and Dr. 
Bob Bullock). 

  



      

Sunday's helpers were terrific. They stepped right up and asked what they could do ... Sam Perry 

along with Jacob, Mason, and Casey Lawrence jumped right in to help put hooks on ornaments 

and display them to be hung on the tree. * Conner Smith and Shannon Wiltsey were a huge help 

in getting ornaments ready to be hung. * Janice Hendrix and Cynthia Hebert hang the last of the 

ornaments on the tree.  

  
  

  
It's the most beautiful tree ... 
  

On Sunday, November 30th, everyone at 
worship service selected an ornament to hang 
on the tree.It turned out beautifully, don't you 
think? And everyone got to participate ... Oh, 
they joys of the holiday season!  

  



  

  
(top row) The final masterpiece ... Isn't the tree beautiful? * Marilyn Pehnke hangs an ornament on 
the tree. * Tom Pafford picks a spot high on the tree for his ornament.  
  
(middle row) Bill Hummell and his son, Bill, Jr., hang ornaments. * Don Lera picks just the right 
spot. * Barbara and Dr. Gary Hankins select spots on either side of the tree. * Beth Shriner finds 
the perfect spot for her ornament.  
  
(bottom row) Doug and Sheree Lawrence look for just the right limb to hang their ornaments. 
 
  

  
  



 
  Please pick up a few postcards at the church to deliver to your friends and 

neighbors, inviting them to join us at our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.    

  
  
 

Happy Birthday, Jesus ...  
  
Jesus's Birthday Cake is a symbol of 
Jesus's love for us. First, the cake should 
be round, symbolizing His love is never 
ending. Second, make it chocolate, 
symbolizing our sins. Cover it with a white 
frosting, symbolizing Jesus, the "Light of the 
World" covering our sins. Top the cake with 
a yellow star and an angel (bearer of the 
first glad tidings). Place twelve red candles 
on top (Christ, our light through the year). 
Encircle the cake with evergreens (a 
symbol of everlasting life). 
 
  

  
  
   



Cross dedicated to sister  
who loved to visit Galveston and 
WIPC ... 
  
... and He Himself bore our sins  
in His body on the cross ... 
(1 Peter 2:24) 
  

Wallie Womack donated two new crosses 
to the Cross Wall. The blue cross (Cross 
#6) is dedicated in memory of her sister, 
Jane Bittner (who passed away five year 
ago). Jane loved visiting the island and West Isle Presbyterian Church. 
  
Wallie dedicated Cross #7 to the glory of 
God. 

  
    
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  

  

  
We look forward to filling up the wall. To donate a cross, contact Beth Shriner 
or Beth Bullock for guidelines. To read about the other crosses pictured, refer 
to the August and September 2014 newsletter. 
 
Editor's Note: My apologies to Wallie Womack. I forgot to insert the photos of her sister, Jane, last 
month.  
  

 

Wallie Womack and her sister, Jane 
Bittner, at Jane's 60th birthday party. 

 

Wallie's family from Austin visit the island 
in July 2008. (Wallie is on the left; Jane 

is beside her int he blue sweater.) 

  
  



     
The Essential Tenets of ECO - Part 7 

  
"The people of God have always paused at critical historical moments to summarize 
and declare who they are and what they most deeply believe. These high moments are 
remembered and passed on to succeeding generations to preserve the identity and 
vitality of the community," writes Jack Rogers (Presbyterian Creeds). In other words, 

our historic creeds, such as the Apostles' (2
nd

 century) and Nicene (4
th
 century) Creeds 

and our catechisms such as the Heidelberg Catechism (1563) and the Scot's 
Confession (1560) represent the careful reading of Scripture by our parents in the faith.  
  
Rather than overwhelm you with all of the Essential Tenets of our creeds and 
confessions at once, I am briefly introducing them one at a time in my newsletter 
column.   

  
ECO Essential Tenet # 7 - The Faithful Stewardship of All 

of Life 
 

  
"Every good and perfect gift is from above,   
coming down from the Father..."  (James 1:17) 
 
The principle of stewardship is closely related to 
the concept of grace. As James says, "God 
graciously gives us all good things." Paul reminds 
us of the same when he says: "He who did not 
spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how 

will he not also, along with him, graciously give 
us all things? (Romans 8:32)   
 
 The Apostle Paul considered himself a great 

sinner, as did St. Augustine, Martin Luther, and 
the old slave trader-turned-preacher and writer 
of the hymn Amazing Grace, John Newton. 
Paul argues that God gave his Son up for us 
all, even for the worst of us. In this, Paul 
argues from the greater to the lesser, 
explaining that if he has given us the supreme 
gift of his Son, He gives us all other good 

things. 
  



The fact that God's grace includes both his Son and "all things" implies that we 
become stewards of all the good gifts and things that come to us out of God's 
grace. Since we neither earned nor deserved the gifts that come to us out of 
God's grace, we have been entrusted with these gifts of God in sacred trust. 
They are ours to be used in 
and through us for his glory 
to build up his church, to 
carry out Christ's ministry and 
mission in the world.  
  
In this way, we fulfill the 
Great Commandments to 
love the Lord our God with all 
of our heart, mind, soul, and 
strength (which leaves 
nothing out) and to love our 
neighbor(s) as ourselves 
(treating others as you wish 
to be treated). Living the 
Great commandments allows us to act as stewards of all that God has given 
us in time, talent, and treasures (Ephesians 4:11-13). 
  
The ministries of the church reflect the three-fold office of Christ as prophet, 
priest, and king. This is reflected in the church's ordered ministries of teaching 
elders, deacons, and ruling elders. We affirm that men and women alike are 
called to all the ministries of the Church, and that every member is called to 
share in all of Christ's offices within the world beyond the church.  
  
Every Christian is called to a prophetic life, proclaiming the good news to the 
world and enacting that good news. Every Christian is called to extend the 
lordship of Christ to every corner of the world. And every Christian is called to 
participate in Christ's priestly, mediatorial work, sharing in the suffering of the 
world in ways that extend God's blessing and offering intercession to God on 
behalf of the world. We are equipped to share in these offices by the Holy 
Spirit, who conforms us to the pattern of Christ's life. 
 
May God make it so--in and through our lives, 
  
Dr. Bob  

  
  



UPCOMING EVENTS 

  
* Worship Service--every Sunday at 
10 a.m. in Sanctuary 
  
* Communion--Sunday, December 
7th;  1st Sunday of each month 
  
* Choir Practice--every Sunday at 
8:45 a.m. in Sanctuary 
   
*   
Adult Sunday School-- 
every Sunday at 9 a.m. in Fellowship 
Hall; currently studying the  
Book of John 

  
* Group Bible Study--1st & 3rd Sundays at 11:30 a.m  in Fellowship Hall; 
currently studying Living Into the Life of Jesus   
(No meeting on 12/21) 
  
* Island Men's Fellowship (IMF)--every Thursday at 7:30 a.m. at Galveston 
Country Club; contact Tommy Weathersbee for information (No meetings on 
12/25 or 1/1) 
  
* Women in God's Service (WINGs)--every 2nd and 4th Wednesday from 10 
a.m. to noon in Fellowship Hall; contact Nancy Attaway for information (No 
meetings in December) 
 
* New Members Class--contact Bob Bullock for details 
  
* Stephen Ministries--contact Beth Bullock 
  
* Potluck Brunch--Sunday, December 28th; last Sunday of each month 
following worship service in Fellowship Hall 
  
* Session Meeting--Sunday, December 14th; usually 2nd Sunday of each 
month following worship service in Fellowship Hall  
 

SPECIAL HOLIDAY EVENTS 
 

* Caroling--Join us for Christmas Caroling following worship service and 
fellowship on December 14th and 21st 
 
* Christmas Eve Candlelight Service--December 24th at 7 p.m.; Please grab 
some postcards at church and invite your friends and neighbors! 

  
  



Adult Bible Studies & Fellowship Groups 
  

Living Into the Life of Jesus   
-- 
Group Bible Study meets 1st & 3rd Sundays 
   
Join us for this life-changing study as we focus on the book,  
Living Into the Life of Jesus: The Formation of Christian 
Character by Klauss Issler. We're discussing Chapter 7. 

  
Meets 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month in Fellowship Hall. 
  
No meeting on 12/21. 

  
__________________________________________________ 

   

  
The Book of John -- 
Group Bible Study meets every Sunday 
 
We all long for a full, rich, satisfying life. But how do 
we fill up the emply places in our soul? How do we 
quench our thirst for something deeper, more lasting, 
more meaningful? John urges us to take a fresh look 
at Jesus. He invites us to renew our faith in the One 
who promises to be the way to true life. 
  
We're currently studying the Book of John. Tom 

Hendrix and Nancy Attaway are the facilitators. Join us any Sunday.  
  

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,  
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life." 

 (John 3:16) 
  
Meets Sundays at 9 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
  

__________________________________________________ 
   

Island Men's Fellowship (IMF) 
  
Join men from all parts of the island as we enjoy 
food, fellowship, and faith! 
  
Thursdays at 7:30 a.m. 
Galveston Country Club 

  
Bring a friend, enjoy breakfast, and share 
devotional thoughts. 
  
    Call Tommy Weathersbee for details  

    at (817) 475-6505. 
  
    No meetings on 12/25 or 1/1. 
__________________________________________
_ 

  



  

W.I.N.G.S.  
(Women in God's Service)  
  
Join women for fellowship, community 
service projects, Bible studies, and 
more.  
  
"Each one should use whatever gift he 
has received to serve others, faithfully 
administering God's grace in its various forms." (1 Peter 4:10) 
  
2nd & 4th Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to noon in Fellowship Hall 

  
No meetings in December. See you on January 14th. 

  
Contact Nancy Attaway for information at (409) 974-4870 or nattaway2@yahoo.com. 
  

  
  
  

Church Contacts 
   
* New Members--Dr. Bob Bullock | (404) 583-1902 | bbullockjr@westislepres.org 
* Choir--Angelo Tolentino | (409) 256-7729 | angelo@musician.org 
* Worship--Angelo Tolentino | (409) 256-7729 | angelo@musician.org 
* Ministry--Mary Pafford | (713) 468-0457 | mcpafford@sbcglobal.net 
* Denominational Relations--Louie Davis | (713) 962-2349 | louis.davis@bakermckenzie.com 
* Mission--Tommy Weathersbee | (817) 475-6505 | tommyweathersbee@gmail.com  
  
* Bulletins--Esther Sjostrom | (409) 771-6466 | esther.sjostrom@yahoo.com 
* Newsletter--Sally Cannon | (785) 806-2019 | sally@cannonacademy.com 
* Website--Barbara Hankins | (409) 789-8077 | bhankins2@comcast.net 
* Sermon CDs--Crystal Tolentino | (409) 939-9619 | crystalnicole@gmail.com 
  
* Education--Nancy Attaway | (409) 974-4870 | nattaway2@yahoo.com 
* Women's Fellowship--Nancy Attaway | (409) 974-4870 | nattaway2@yahoo.com  
* Men's Fellowship--Tommy Weathersbee | (817) 475-6505 | tommyweathersbee@gmail.com 
* Stephen Ministries--Beth Bullock | (409) 771-8010 | BethMBullock@aol.com 
  
* Treasurer--Mike Shriner | (409) 682-4355 | mkshriner@msn.com 
* Strategic Planning--Barbara Hankins | (409) 789-8077 | bhankins2@comcast.net 
  
* Clerk of Session--Louie Davis | (713) 962-2349 | louis.davis@bakermckenzie.com 
* Buildings & Grounds & Sexton--Tim Ekberg | (409) 737-9455 | retiredfirelt@att.net 
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